                                                                    CITY OF SALEM 
BOARD OF HEALTH
MEETING MINUTES

April 12, 2011
	MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Barbara Poremba, Chairperson, Marc Salinas, Kemith LeBlanc, Martin Fair, & Gayle Sullivan
OTHERS PRESENT: David Greenbaum, Acting Health Agent & Councilor Liaison Thomas Furey 
MEMBERS EXCUSED:  Dr. Larissa Lucas

	
	

	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION/ACTION

	
	

	1. Call to Order
2. Minutes of Last Meeting

           (March 8, 2011)
	Meeting called to order by Dr. Poremba, Chair, at 7:00pm.

M. Salinas motioned to accept minutes. 2nd;  4in favor, 0 opposed 
(Chair abstains per usual custom). Motion Passes

	3. Chairperson Announcements
	Dr. Poremba raised a concern that the approved minutes for the past 3 months have not been posted on the Salem website. There has also been a significant delay in the posting of other minutes and some are still listed as “draft”.  D. Greenbaum acknowledged that it was his responsibility to make sure that these were done in accordance with the Sunshine Ordinance and that all minutes will be posted accurately in the future.

	     4. Monthly Reports-Updates

	A. Administrative Report
B. Public Health Nurse Report
C. Acting Health Agent Report

D. City Council Liaison Updates
5. New Business
A. BOH Exterior Paint Removal Regulations and RRP

B. Health Agent Interview, Discussion and Vote

6. Miscellaneous
	Approved.  Copy available in office
Approved. Copy available in office.

G. Sullivan stated that the first week in May is teen pregnancy prevention and awareness week. On May 4th, high school students will be encouraged to take the awareness test. The board requested that information/resources regarding teen pregnancy be added to the website.
Approved. Copy available in office. 

A discussion took place regarding the continued requests from Mr. Harrell regarding 117 Lafayette Street.  Copies of a correspondence from Paul Halfmann, Assistant Director of the Community Sanitation Program at MA DPH to Mr. Harrell regarding this matter was included in the Acting Health Agent Report. 
Councilor Furey presented 3 points.
1. Trash Nuisance: He received a phone call from John Lunt at 6 Greenway Rd. The vacant lot at 103 Highland Avenue is a consistent trash problem and rodent problem. He feels the Health Department is not responding to this issue in a timely manner. 
D. Greenbaum – Orders have been sent in the past and recently. The owners have been complying with orders sent by the Board of Health. 
M. Salinas suggested adding this to next month’s agenda to keep on top of the issue.
2. 10th Anniversary of Smoking Regulation: The Mayor was contacted several times about the 10th anniversary of The No Smoking Regulation however neither Councilor Furey nor the Board has heard back from the Mayor regarding this matter. Dr. Poremba would like to publicly acknowledge the members of the board that passed the smoking regulation. 
3. Executive Sessions: Councilor Furey cautioned Board of Health members to maintain all discussions in executive sessions remain private until the matter is resolved. He stated that he served on the School Committee for 12 years and has been on the City Council for 14 years. During any executive sessions all discussion needed to remain strictly confidential and shared with no one including spouses. 

    The board appreciates this reminder will strictly comply with maintaining all executive information private until the matter is concluded.
M. Fair presented possible amendments to the Exterior Paint Removal regulation. 
Shawn Clarke, owner of Water’s & Brown, was invited to present input on
possible amendments and proposed fines. He stated that there are not enough people educated about lead poisoning and that this new regulation will help educate people.

He also stated that unless the fines were at least $500, they would not be taken seriously and that the business would just add it into the cost of the job, similar to how parking tickets are viewed.
M. Salinas suggested that fines be on a graduated scale for violations of the lead regulations
Dr. Poremba stated that it appeared that a fine alone would not be enough of an incentive to insure that the regulations were followed to comply with public health. She suggested that the 1st fine be considered a warning and any subsequent violation be accompanied by not allowing the business to receive a Exterior Paint Removal Permit in the city for a period of time. 
All agree that lead poisoning is a serious public health concern and violations should not be taken lightly.

M. Fair told the board he will look into the amount we can charge for fines.

M Fair will check with Providence, RI about their exterior paint removal regulations and fines and this will be added to May’s agenda.
Larry Ramdin was interviewed by the board. M Salinas was not present at the last meeting in executive session so he asked some questions of Mr. Ramdin including:
What are your duties in Reading?

What are your thoughts on applying for grants? 

What are the worst and best parts of being a Health Director?

All questions asked by M. Salinas were answered to his satisfaction.

Mr. Ramdin asked a few questions of the board

What do you expect from this Regionalization Planning Grant?

Is the department looking to regionalize administrative services?

G. Sullivan - We would be looking into shared services such as that of a nutritionist to work for several communities.

D. Greenbaum - The budget was submitted and the Mayor requested a level funded budget proposal for FY12.

Dr. Poremba asked when Mr. Ramdin would be able to start.
He responded that he could be available by May 9th after completing his Master of Public Health degree his from Northeastern University.
Mr. Ramdin was told that he would be contacted about the Health Agent’s position and he was excused.
G Sullivan – Motion that the Board of Health offer the position of Health Agent to Larry Ramdin pending successful completion of a background check by Human Resources. 2nd,. 5 in favor, 0 opposed Motion passes unanimously.

D. Greenbaum brought the Funeral Director’s Licenses to the meeting to be signed by the board members.

	7.  MEETING ADJOURNED:
Respectfully submitted,

Heather Lyons-Paul, Clerk of the Board
	9:02 p.m.



	Next regularly scheduled meeting is May 10, 2011 at 7pm  At City Hall Annex, 120 Washington St., Room 311 .


